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Epiphany of our Lord- January 08 
Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:2-3a.5-6; Matthew 2:1-12 
 
Today we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany of our Lord. From the early 
days of the Church, this feast has been considered as an important feast. 

This feast recalls the arrival of the magi or the three kings to Bethlehem in search of the King of 
the Jews. The word ‘epiphany’ comes from Greek word epiphania, meaning a ‘showing’ or 
‘manifestation’. Epiphany celebrates God’s revealing or manifesting of Jesus’ identity as true 
God, Messiah, and Savior of the world. 
 
The Gospel Reading of today gives us the story of the three wise men that followed the star that 
led them to the Child Jesus. To the Magi, the light of the star was a symbol of hope, of joy and of 
peace. To them, the star was but a small reflection of the fullness of the Light of the world that 
awaited them at the end of their journey. The Magi are the central personages in today’s feast of 
Epiphany. They were pagans who did not know anything about the true God of the Jews. Yet 
that God revealed to them of the birth of the king he had promised to the Jews. They came to 
Jerusalem, the capital of Judah, a totally new place, expecting of course the whole city and the 
country rejoicing at the birth of the prince. Instead, they find suspicion and hatred in the reigning 
king, the hatred which would in a few days turn to murder. 
 
The Magi found the religious leaders full of knowledge of the history but totally indifferent as 
regards the present and the future. The leaders were aware that the Messiah, the King would be 
born in Bethlehem. They also were aware that the Magi were very sure of the truth revealed to 
them. Now King Herod, after consulting the chief priests and scribes, learnt that it has been 
prophesied that the King would be born in Bethlehem, the land of Judea, the birthplace of King 
David. He told the wise men to continue their journey and when they had found the Child Jesus, 
to report back to him so that he too could go and pay homage to the King. Again, the star led the 
Wise Men, not only to the town, but also to the house where Jesus dwelled. When the guiding 
star stopped over the house, the Magi were overwhelmed with joy. They entered the house and 
found the Child Jesus with Mary His mother and Joseph and worshipped the King. They offered 
him gifts worthy of a king, namely, gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  
 
The story of the wise men has been a favorite part of Matthew’s infancy narratives. The 
presentation of the details of the birth of Jesus in a way indicates the future events that will take 
place in his life. Jesus the Messiah will be rejected by Israel and accepted by the gentiles. Herod, 
the Chief Priests, and the Scribes and all of Jerusalem represent those Jews who reject the 
messianic king. The Magi on the other hand represent the Gentiles who recognize his divine 
presence and accept him. Strictly speaking, these wise men were gentiles, and they had no reason 
to travel the distance in search of a Jewish Messiah. Yet the divine revelation makes them 
undertake the difficult journey in search for the newborn king. Mathew is more concerned with 



unfolding of the messianic message to believers and unbelievers alike. Thus, the meaning is very 
clear that God, in the person of Jesus, is reaching out to the whole world. 
 
The Epiphany is the celebration of the universal destination of our Christian message. This 
narrative highlight two important truths. First, it reveals the royal Messiahship of Jesus and 
secondly, of God’s revelation to the Gentiles. The feast tells us that God continues to reveal 
himself through different stars and invites us to discover the presence of the Jesus the King living 
among us. The Feast of Epiphany is a reflection that Jesus is the Light of the world. Through his 
birth we see the arrival of the Light into the world. The three wise men saw the brilliant star in 
the sky, understood the meaning and followed it. Through the Magi, we see the light of hope, of 
joy and of peace to come. All in all, today’s feast is telling us that for God there are no outsiders. 
From his point of view, all are his beloved children. The story tells us that there is no partiality in 
God and us, all of us are his chosen people. Let us try to understand more deeply God’s 
closeness to us which is also a reason for us to be close to each other. The story of Magi is the 
story of the ways in which God reveals himself and even more about the different responses 
which his revelation receives. The Magi followed the star, and they encountered God. It tells us 
that we too must search for our God and cannot rest till we find him. We realize that as he did to 
the Magi God shows the stars to us and we might ask ourselves, what are the stars in our lives. 
The wise men saw the star and followed it. The people in Jerusalem did not. The same star will 
also lead us to Jesus our King and Lord. 


